Canada and the twenties; the thirties: A decade of despair study guide
Key Vocabulary:

1920’s
Aboriginal Title: claims made by aboriginal people to lands their ancestors inhabited.

Amending Formula: the process by which changes can legally be made to the Canadian Constitution.

Autonomy: The power to govern oneself and make one’s own decisions.

Branch Plants: Business owned and controlled by companies in the United States or other countries, but which operate in Canada.

British Commonwealth: An association of nations that were formally colonies in the British Empire.

Citizens’ Committee of One Thousand: Formed by business leaders, politicians, and industrialists who did not support the Winnipeg General Strike.

Collective Bargaining: Negotiation of a contract between unions and management regarding such things as wages and working conditions.

Communism: A social and economic theory that property and production and distribution of goods and services should be owned by the public, and the labour force organized for the benefit of all.
Cut-off Lands: Lands taken from reserves without consent of the aboriginal peoples.

Depression: A period of severe economic theory and social hardship, massive unemployment and terrible suffering.

Flapper: A woman who adopted the style of “bobbed” hair, hemlines above the knees, silk stockings and dresses the promoted the flat-chested look.

Minority Government: a government in which the ruling party has less than half the seats in legislature.

Plebiscites: a direct vote by electors on an issue of public importance.  The outcome of the vote may not be binding on the government.

Primary Industries: those concerned with raw materials.

Regionalism: the concern of the various regions of the country with their own local problems or issues.

Secondary issues: industries the process raw materials and manufactured goods.

Socialist: a believer in political and economic system in which the means of production and distribution in a country are publicly owned and controlled for the benefit of all members of society.

Urbanization: the process by which an area changes from rural to urban.
1930’s:

Appeasement: the granting of concession in order to maintain peace.

Equalization payments: payments made by the federal government to some provinces so that the standard of living will be more uniform across Canada.

Fascist: a form of authoritarian government that was set up in Italy and Germany before WWII.  The government in fascist states is totalitarian and nationalist.  Fascist governments are opposed to democracy, and rely on military and police power to maintain absolute control.

Holocaust: the genocide committed by the fascist Nazi government in Germany against Jews and other people in WWII.
Isolationists: people who hold the belief one’s country should keep separate from the politics and disputes of other countries.

Iaissez-faire: the policy of governments to keep their involvement in the economy to a minimum.

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion: Canadian volunteers who when to Spain to join in the fight against Franco and fascism.
Pogey: government relief payments two those who had no alternative source of income.

Prohibition: a law against making or selling alcohol

Protectionism: A system of using tariffs to raise the price of imported goods in order to protect domestic products.

Regina Manifesto: The platform of the CCF party, stating its support for public ownership of key industries, social programs to assist people in need of money such as the elderly, unemployed, homeless, and sick.

Totalitarian State: An undemocratic state in which the government demands total obedience from citizens and controls all aspects of society.
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