Social Studies 11


World War II Vocabulary List

Key Vocabulary:

Allies: Commonwealth Countries, France, U.S., later Russia

Anti-Semitism: the dislike or hatred of Jewish people. In the example of Hitler, the Jews became scapegoats (someone punished for the errors of others) for everything that was wrong with Germany. 

Appeasement: The granting of concessions in order to maintain peace.
Arsenal of Democracy: term given to Canada because we were a major military and economic support for the Allies

Axis: Germany, Italy, Japan

Battle of the Atlantic: 1940-44, struggle to control supply route for Allies; the longest campaign of the war

Battle of Britain: plan to destroy Britain’s air power through massive bombing strikes
Battle of Hong Kong: by Christmas Day 1941 Hong Kong had fallen to Japan, all 1975

Canadians either killed or taken prisoner

BCATP: British Commonwealth Air Training Plan
the Big Three: Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin - they decided the future of Germany after the war

The Blitz: the bombing of civilian targets in Britain for 55 consecutive nights 

Blitzkrieg: “lightening war” - war tactic of surprise and speed
conscription: compulsory service in the armed forces

Convoys: warships escorted vessels carrying supplies to protect them
Corvettes: small warships, fast but not seaworthy

Crown Corporations: Businesses and industries owned by government
Dieppe Raid: August 1942, supposed to be first big attack on Germany by Canadian troops, it was not the surprise it was intended to be, raid was a terrible failure

Dunkirk: French port from which the Allies evacuated before the Germans invaded, France surrendered in June 1940
Enigma: Enigma allowed an operator to type in a message, then scramble it by means of three to five notched wheels, or rotors, which displayed different letters of the alphabet. The receiver needed to know the exact settings of these rotors in order to reconstitute the coded text. It was used by Britain's codebreakers as a way of deciphering German signals traffic. 
Hiroshima: Japanese city chosen to be the site of the first nuclear bomb attack
Holland, 1945: Canadians given task of liberating Holland, fought house to house, > 6,300 Canadians killed

Holocaust: genocide committed by Nazis against Jews, Slavs and others
Inflation: The rise in prices for goods and services that increases the cost of living and triggers the demand for a rise in wages. The currency of a country becomes less and less valuable.

Juno Beach: one of 5 beaches in Normandy, this one where Canadians landed
Lebensraum:  Literally, space for living or existence. The Nazi Lebensraum policy was a policy of territorial expansion aimed at acquiring large parts of Eastern Europe.

Lend-Lease: a program of the United States Federal government which enabled the United States to provide the Allied nations with war material while the US was still officially a neutral country

Manhattan Project: project created in March, 1943 to determine if it was possible to create an atomic bomb

merchant marine: civilian ships

Munich Agreement: 1938, Britain and France agreed that Hitler should take over Sudetenland (Czechoslovakia) in return for his promise that he would make no more territorial claims

Operation Barbarossa: Hitler’s invasion of the USSR
Operation Overlord: full scale invasion of Europe, D-Day, invasion of Normandy
Operation Sea Lion: Hitler’s plan to invade Britain
Ortona: coastal town in Italy where Canadians fought for a month, losing 1372 soldiers before winning the battle

Pearl Harbour: site of Japanese bomb attack, which brought U.S. into WWII

Phony War: soon after declaration of war, Allied troops were stationed along French/German border, but nothing happened

Quebec Conferences: August, 1943: meeting of Churchill, Roosevelt and Mackenzie King to discuss military strategy
radar: use of radio waves to “see” airplanes coming and predict where they were going by their speed and direction

RCAF: Royal Canadian Air Force - Canadians participated in bombing of Hamburg, creating a firestorm (p.113)

RCAF-WD: Women’s’ Division
RCN: Royal Canadian Navy

Second Front: by 1943 the Allies had cleared North Africa of Axis forces and were able to once again concentrate on invading Europe
“soft underbelly”: Churchill’s description of Italy and Sicily - thought it would be easier to attack from there
sonar: works in water like radar works in the air, but uses sound instead of radio waves

Total War: using a country’s entire resources, including manpower, to fight a war
V-E Day: Victory in Europe Day, May 8, 1945

V-J Day: Victory in Japan Day, August 14, 1945

wolf packs: German U-boats patrolling Atlantic

Key People:
Neville Chamberlain: Prime Minister of Britain in 1938, thought that he could secure peace with Munich Agreement 

King George VI: King of Britain when war began

Mackenzie King: Prime Minister of Canada at beginning of war

Gen. A. MacNaughton: replaced Ralston as Minister of Defence

Gen. Alexei Zhukov: Russian leader at the Battle of Stalingrad, which won a decisive battle over the Germans

Ernest Lapointe: Justice minister from Quebec who spoke out in favour of the war during the debate re: whether or not to declare war in Parliament

Thomas Prince: Aboriginal soldier, became one of Canada’s most decorated soldiers

C.D. Howe: named Minister of Department of Munitions and Supplies, given authority to do whatever was necessary to meet wartime demands

James Ilsley: Minister of Finance, appointed to avoid inflation

Gen. H. Crerar: December 23rd, 1941, he was appointed General Officer Commanding, Canadian Corps..

Winston Churchill: Chosen by Chamberlain as his replacement when it became clear that Chamberlain had lost the confidence of the country to fight the war. Churchill was able to command the support of all three major parties in the House of Commons and formed an all-party government.

“Buzz” Beurling: p.113 Canada’s greatest flying ace during WWII

Gen. Erwin Rommel: commander of German forces in North Africa

J.L. Ralston: Minister of Defence, 1942

Gen. B.L. Montgomery: British leader of the troops in North Africa

Adolf Hitler: Chancellor of Germany, leader of Nazi Party

Josef Stalin: leader of Communist Russia

F.D. Roosevelt: American President who initiated the lend-lease program, and was in office when Japanese bombed Pearl Harbour

Hirohito: Emperor of Japan
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