THE WAR COMES TO AN END
Normandy Landing:

· June 6, 1944 – Operation Overlord or D-Day

· Allied invasion of German-held Europe – perhaps the most complex military operation ever attempted.

· Largest Canadian Military Operation of WWII - 14 000 Canadian soldiers, 100 ships, and 36 bomber squadrons from the RCAF

· Five Beaches: Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword (Canadians take Juno).

· The Allies finally established a foothold in Europe from which they could begin pushing back the German Armies.  

· In total over 5000 Canadians were killed on the shores of Normandy and there were over 200 000 Allied casualties.  

Liberation of Holland:

· After D-Day, the Canadian forces distinguished themselves in a year of long hard fighting, pushing the German armies out of France and other parts of Western Europe.

· On May 5, 1945, Canadian forces drove the NAZIS to retreat from Holland and surrender.  This important Canadian victory allowed Allied troops to continue forward towards Germany.

Victory in Europe:

· In late April of 1945, American and Soviet forces met in Germany, south of Berlin.  

· April 30, 1945 – Hitler commits suicide

· May 8, 1945 – V.E. Day – Germany had surrendered

Victory in the Pacific:

· Manhattan Project: Top secret project to develop atomic weapons.  Costing over 2 billion dollars and employing over 120 000 personnel, testing began in Los Alamos, New Mexico with the end product ready to use by the summer of 1945.

· Truman’s Decision: In June of 1945, US Secretary of War recommends that the bombs be dropped on Japan.  Though prominent scientists disagreed, President Truman made the decision to drop the bombs believing that this would shorten the war and save countless American lives.

· Hiroshima – August 6, 1945 – “Little Boy” dropped on the industrial city of 340 000 people.  Official death count was 78 000, but an additional 60 000 people died later of atomic bomb-related injuries or disease.

· Nagasaki – August 9, 1945 – “Fat Man” was dropped on a city of 250 000 and the death toll reached over 35 000.  A total of 170 000 people died due to both atomic bombs.
· Peace: August 14th, 1945 – V-J Day – Victory in Japan.  Japanese Government sues fro peace, and the Second World War is over.  

War Criminals and Crimes Against Humanity:

· Never before in the history of warfare had leaders legally charged other leaders for their immoral actions during a war.

· In 1946, the Allies set up a war crimes court at Nuremberg

· 177 NAZIS were indicted from crimes related to starting the war and crimes committed during the course of the war, namely the Holocaust.

· Of the 177, 3 were acquitted and the rest were given lengthy prison sentences or executed by hanging.  

Wartime Conferences:

· Tehran, November-December 1943: First time that the “Big Three” (Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin) met.  Not a lot accomplished but cordial relations were established between the two democratic leaders and the Soviet dictator.
· Yalta, February 1945: Made a number of decisions regarding the future of Germany.  1) Germany was to be divided into zones of occupation once the war was over 2) A war crimes court was to be established at Nuremburg 3) Stalin promised to hold free elections in the countries he was liberating from the NAZIS (Didn’t happen).
· Potsdam, July 1945: Supposed to be a planning session for the peace conference.  Instead, because the democratic and communist leaders did not trust each other now that the war was over, in reality it was more like setting the stage for the next war, namely, the Cold War.
CANADA AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Economic Effects:

· Canada’s economy boomed during the war.  Industrial and manufacturing production grew to overtake agriculture as the most important economic sector in Canada.

Political Effects:

· Canada gained an international reputation and established itself as a middle power (smaller than a great power, but wealthier than smaller or poorer nations), taking on a more global role.  Canada was ready to play an important part in creating the United Nations.

· Canadian troops were recognized for their numerous contributions to the war (Dieppe, Hong Kong, Juno Beach (Normandy Invasion) and the Liberation of Holland).

· PM King averted a conscription crisis, therefore only straining French/English relations, not breaking them.

· Canadian government intervened more frequently in the lives of Canadians, and the social safety next was strengthened.
· Contributions of black and aboriginal peoples, as well as other minority groups in WWII advanced the cause of civil rights in Canada.

Social Effects:

· Women achieved greater recognition for their contributions to the war effort.  
· Canada became a more tolerant nation, as it eventually agreed to accept displaced persons and refugees from Europe.

· A “Baby Boom” and a significant wave of immigration (including “war brides” from Europe) led to an increase in population.

· Canada lost over 42 000 people to the war

Immigration After the War:

· Pier 21: Re-opened in 1947, this Halifax pier processed over 48 000 war brides and 22 000 children from England, Scotland and Wales.

· Over 500 000 other newcomers arrived at Pier 21, including many displaced people and refugees.  

