The United Nations and the Korean Conflict

The UN:

· Canada was a very involved member of the UN organization

· We were members of all thirteen Specialized Agencies

· Between 1947-1967, we were three times a non-permanent member of the Security Council.

The Korean Conflict:

· In 1945 Korea had been divided at the 38th parallel of latitude.

· In the north a Communist government held power while in the South the Americans supported the government of Syngman Rhee.

· On June 25th, 1950 the forces of North Korea struck across the border in an effort to unite the country under a Communist government.

Korea and the UN 1950-1953:

· The United Nations Security Council was able to act without fear of the Russian veto because the Russian representative had absented himself.

· Troops were authorized in a “police action” to drive the North Koreans out of South Korea.

· The major contributor of troops was the United States, but Canada, along with many other nations, sent over 26,000 soldiers and sailors to fight in Korea.

· In total, 1000 Canadians were wounded, and 400 were killed.

· By the time the war was over in July 1953, although both sides agreed to an armistice, Korea remained divided between the North and South.

· Canadian Significance: It showed that Canada supported the UN and was willing to fight to support these goals.

· Global Significance: Members of the UN, unlike the League of Nations, were willing to take action when required.  
