The Suez Crisis – 1956

· In 1956, Egypt under the leadership of Colonel Abdel Nasser nationalized/seized the Suez Canal (a vital trade route) and began guerilla attacks on neighboring Israel.

· In response, Britain and France sided with Israel in a plan to attack Egypt.  The USSR sided with Egypt and demanded that they withdraw.  

· Lester Pearson was Canada’s Secretary of State for External Affairs and very opposed to the British and French decision to go to war in Egypt.

· He believed that the United Nation’s motion for a ceasefire was inadequate and proposed that an international United Nations force be sent to the region.

· Pearson’s idea for a United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF) was accepted and our contribution of 800 men and the first force commander – General E.L.M. Burns – was of great importance.  Battle forces were withdrawn and replaced by a UN peacekeeping force.
· Lester Pearson’s role in this crisis earned him the Nobel Peace Prize in 1957.

· ***The crisis marked a further distancing of Canada from Britain***

Canada’s Importance as a Peace Keeping Nation:

· Since 1956 Canada has continued to contribute small numbers of troops to various parts of the world where problems have been experienced.

· These include Lebanon, Cyprus, Congo, Kashmir, Golan Heights, Namibia, Iraq/Kuwait, Cambodia, Somalia, Bosnia/Herzegovina, and Rwanda.

