The Road to War

[image: image1.jpg]



Introduction:

· By the end of the 1930s, Canadians had lived through a decade of hard times.  However, with the onset of WWII, the economy was back at full production, unemployed Canadians were back at work, women were playing an increasingly larger role in the economy, and French/English relations were strained again.
· Canada’s participation as a sovereign nation in the Second World War served to enhance its international reputation as a middle power.
Background Events:

· The forces which brought about another world war were already in motion in 1919.  Neither “side” was ever really satisfied with the terms of the Paris Peace Conferences.
· France feared another German attack
· Italy and Germany felt cheated, thus leaving them bitter
· Moreover, European economies struggled in the 1920s like the rest of the industrialized world, falling into economic depression in the 30s.  
· All of these factors produced an atmosphere which made another world war all the more likely.  

The Rise of Totalitarianism:

· Totalitarianism refers to dictatorships.  While dictatorships were not new, what was, was the “total” manner in which twentieth century dictators seized power and strictly controlled their population. 
Key Aspects of Totalitarianism:

· Regimes had only one leader who had absolute power
· Only one ideology was allowed.  No other ideologies were tolerated
· Secret police were used in extreme ways to instill terror in the population
· Dictators allowed no dissent or opposition and the citizens were denied their human rights
· Censorship and propaganda were common tools used to further control
· Citizens of the regime were left only with the freedom of their own thoughts – but kept them to themselves out of fear
· Cult of the Personality: Leaders became almost God-like
· State over Individual
Mussolini and the Rise of Italian Fascism:

· Postwar problems: weak & ineffective government, bad deal at Paris Peace Conferences, economic chaos, and instability in daily life.
· More and more, Italians became willing to sacrifice democracy in exchange for a solution to these problems.  Enter – Benito Mussolini.

· Mussolini forms the political party – Fascisti

· Threatens to overthrow the government with his “March on Rome” after poor electoral results

· “Blackshirts”, a quasi-military group, acted as political goons

· Mussolini gathers over 26,000 men on the outskirts of Rome and demanded that the government be turned over

· Rather than risk civil war, King Emmanuel hands the government over to Mussolini without a shot being fired. 
· “Il Duce”

· Mussolini’s ultimate goal was to lead Italy into a war of imperial conquest

· 1935, Mussolini invades Ethiopia in an attempt to fulfill his goal

· While Italy alone could not pose a threat to European security as a whole, Mussolini and Hitler together, contributed to the series of events which started WWII

Failure of Democracy in Germany:

· After the abdication of the Kaiser, a new democracy, the Weimar Republic, was created in Germany.

· Most Germans hated the Treaty of Versailles.  Because the democratic Weimar Republic signed the treaty, these same people, also hated democracy as a form of government and were suspicious of its ability to run the country.

· Economic Issues: 

· Inflation: Hyper inflation climaxed in the early 1920s when the mark lost all value.  It reached the point where it would take 12 billion German marks to buy one Canadian dollar.

· Government throws out the mark, thus any money Germans had was now worth nothing

· Germany and the Depression:

· Unemployment grew to staggering proportions.  Political parties from the far left (communists) and the far right (NAZIS) grew in popularity with every election.

Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party

· Bitter about Germany’s loss in WWI, the Treaty of Versailles, and the creation of the Weimar Republic, Hitler took over the German Socialist Workers’ Party (NAZI), leading it to stand for the following:

· Extreme Nationalism: Hitler convinced many Germans that a citizen’s sole reason for existence was to serve the state.  This wave of nationalism served Hitler all the way to WWII.
· Anti-Democratic: Hitler was open about his intentions to destroy the democratic government and turn Germany into a dictatorship.

· Anti-Semitism: Hitler blamed Germany’s difficulties on the Jews, thereby creating a convenient scapegoat.  By belittling the Jews from such an early date, Hitler created an atmosphere of hatred in Germany that would later allow for unspeakable atrocities.

· Restore Germany’s Military Might: Due to the restrictions placed on Germany by the Treaty of Versailles, Hitler promised to restore the military might of the historically militaristic country

Hitler’s Rise to Power:

· In 1932, the NAZIS became the largest party in the German parliament.  In spite of this, Hitler’s party was not asked to form the government.  As the communists became more popular, more people moved from the middle of the spectrum to support Hitler’s NAZIS and halt the influence of the communist.  Late in 1932, another election was called and Hitler became the German Chancellor.

· Hitler’s minority government had difficulties passing legislation.  Hitler calls another election in February 1933, at which time a Dutch communist burned down the Reichstag.  Hitler uses this event to convince the Germans of an impending communist revolution and wins the election just short of a majority.  Hitler then outlaws the communists from the Reichstag, thus giving Hitler a majority.  
· Hitler bullies the government into passing the Enabling Act, which effectively made him all-powerful.  This act, and Hitler’s subsequent action, brought an end to democracy in Germany, and the beginning of totalitarianism.

Stalin and the Soviet Union:

· Gaining complete control in 1928, Stalin wanted to modernize the economy of the Soviet Union.  Obsessed with his fear of another invasion by a foreign country, Stalin would have to ensure industrialization at all costs in order to make Russia a powerful country.

· Stalin introduces the Five Year Plans and the Command Economy in order to completely take control of all aspects of the economy.  Under these plans Stalin:

· Collectivized farm lands

· Invested in construction and heavy industry

· Introduced the Great Terror (executing anybody considered an enemy of the Soviet Union – millions would die).

· Seeing the power of NAZI Germany and worried that the Soviet Union would one day become on of Hitler’s targets, Stalin signs the NAZI-Soviet Pact in August of 1939.
