The King/Byng Affair


1925 Federal Election:

· PM King and the Liberal Party wan fewer seats than the Conservative Party.  However, because King had the support of the Progressive Party, he refused to resign.

· This decision based on the British/Canadian concept of Responsible Government (PM and cabinet can stay in power as long as they have the support of the majority of votes in the House of Commons).

The Affair Develops:

· By 1926, King felt he was losing the support of the Progressives, therefore facing defeat in the House of Commons.

· PM King asks the Governor General, Lord Byng to dissolve Parliament so there could be an election.
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· Byng refuses on the principle that King should have resigned when the Conservatives won more seats than the Liberals in the 1925 election.

· Results: King resigns and Byng invites the Conservatives to form a new government with PM Arthur Meighen at the helm.

Meighen’s Conservatives:

· Meighen’s government soon loses a vote in Parliament, and as a result an election is called

The King is Back:

· Mackenzie King is re-elected as Prime Minister

· This event is significant in Canadian history because it marked the first time that a Governor General had outright refused the request of a Prime Minister to dissolve Parliament.  
