The Home Front

The Role of Women:

· In 1941, official women’s branches of the army and navy were created.  More than 46 000 women would serve (SOE “Special Operations Executive” spies, coastal defenses, nurses, pilots, mechanics, radar operators, welders, cooks, etc).

· On the home front there was a dramatic increase in the number of women in the workforce.  

· Factories open 24/7

· Over 1 million women at work by 1944

· Same jobs as men, but still paid less.

· Government provided daycare and tax breaks for workers, though these provisions were taken away at the end of war or the women lost their jobs to men returning from the war. 

Production:

· Economy focused on maintaining the flow of weapons and supplies to Britain.  The economic depression was over.

· War production effort: Canadian factories produced bombs, bullets, ships, aircraft, and armoured cars.  

· This concentration of industry on wartime production was called the4 “total war effort”

· War Supply Board: Created and managed by C.D. Howe, the goal of which was to organize Canadian industry toward supplying the front.

· Hyde Park Declaration: US would buy more raw materials from Canada, and would supply Canada with American parts for weapons productions
Propaganda:

· The National Film Board of Canada developed hundreds of documentaries and short films to encourage Canadians to participate in the war effort. 

· Posters used to create an image of the enemy as evil and discourage Canadians from carelessly talking about war matters “Loose lips, sink ships.”

Canadian Training Facilities:

· The British Commonwealth Air Training Plan: Created facilities in Canada to train pilots and crew members from the Commonwealth.

· CAMP X: Special spy training facility located just outside of Oshawa, Ontario.  Opened just after Pearl Harbour, over 500 Canadian, British and American agents were trained here.

Conscription:

· In 1939, PM King made an election promise that he would not introduce conscription for overseas duty.  By 1940, King had implemented the National Resource Mobilization Act which required all men to help with the war effort, but not serve overseas.

· By 1942, more troops needed overseas.  King holds a plebiscite (vote on a single issue) asking Canadians to release him from his earlier campaign promise.  While the majority of Canadians supported conscription, the majority of French Canadians did not.

·  Conscription sent 13 000 Canadians overseas, although only 2000 ever reached the front lines.
· Despite dissatisfaction with King’s decision, he did manage to avoid causing the same tensions as the similar 1917 crisis.  While French-English relations were strained, they were not broken.

Enemy Aliens:

· Enemy aliens forced to register with the government over fears of spying and sabotage.  Over 100 000 register and 650 interned.

· Pro-NAZI political parties as well as the Communist Party of Canada are banned.

· Religious groups (Doukhobors, Quakers, Jehovah Witnesses, etc) who practiced pacifism were met with open hostility.  

· Prejudice towards black Canadians as well as refugees from Europe fleeing persecution (particularly Jews).  Canada made it particularly difficult for these people to enter the country.

· When asked how many Jews the Canadian government intended to allow to enter Canada, one official responded by saying “None is too many.”

Japanese Internment:

· History: 1) 1907 Race Riots in Vancouver 2) Japanese willing to work for lower rages, thus competing for jobs 3) 1928 PM King limits number of Japanese immigrants 4) Denied the right to vote or join the armed forces.

· After Pearl Harbour, people feared that the Japanese living in Canada might spy for the Empire.  

· In 1942, the internment of the Japanese began.  Citizens were stripped of their rights and were required to carry ID cards at all times

· Japanese Canadians were forced to choose between deportation to Japan or relocation away from the west coast.  

· In total, 22 000 Japanese Canadians were sent to internment camps – on whom 14 000 were born in Canada

· In 1943, the Canadian government passed a law called the Custodian of Aliens Act which allowed the possessions of Japanese Canadians to be sold without their permission.  

· In 1944, a law was passed stating that the Japanese could be deported to Japan if they did not leave BC, even if they were born in Canada.

· By 1946, after the war was over, Japanese were released from the internment camps.

· Compensation: In 1988, 46 years after the first camps, PM Mulroney signed a compensation package giving $21,000 for each internee’s survivor.  $12 million was paid out.
