The Holocaust

After Hitler’s rise to power, he became obsessed with the complete destruction and annihilation of the Jews.  The Holocaust refers to his attempt to exterminate Europe’s Jewish population during the Second World War, resulting in the deaths of over 6 million Jews.

Anti-Semitism:

· Widespread NAZI propaganda against Jewish people

· As a result of persecution, the Jewish people fled to neighboring countries that would soon be occupied by the NAZIS

· Nuremberg Laws on Citizenship and Race

· November 9th, 1938 – Kristallnacht

St. Louis Incident:

· After Kristallnacht, the ocean liner St. Louis was chartered by Jewish refugees from Germany seeking a route of escape.  

· Upon arrival in Cuba, the St. Louis was barred from landing.  The turned next, unsuccessfully to the United States and Canada.

· The Canadian government determined that Jewish refugees would not make good settlers.  The St. Louis was forced to return to Europe, and many of those on board (907 Jewish people) died in Nazi concentration/death camps

Ghettos:

· By 1939, 80 000 Jews were forced into ghettos – designated areas in the city where Jews were forced to live.  Ghettos became very common (Warsaw, Krakow, Lodz, etc)
The Final Solution:

· By 1941, Hitler’s obsession with the annihilation of Europe’s Jews took on a devastating reality with the Final Solution to the Jewish Question.  Hitler ordered all Jews to be rounded up and sent to extermination camps to be killed en masse in gas chambers 

· Genocide: the systematic extermination of a religious or racial group
· Life in the camps: Starvation, exhaustion, disease, torture, inhumane medical experiments or execution

· Death Camps: Auschwitz, Chelmo, Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka, Majdanek, Buchenwald, Dachau, Ravensbruek, etc.

· In total, it is estimated that 10 million people died in NAZI concentration/death camps during WWII.  Of those, 6 million were Jews (1 million children), the rest were communists, gypsies, homosexuals, Jehovah Witnesses, political prisoners, criminals, etc.  

The Eastern Front 1942-1945

· The harsh Soviet winter took its toll on the occupying German forces.  While the Germans dug in for the winter and suffered huge losses, the Russians launched an attack.

· Soviet front was over 2000 miles long.  The turning point of this largest of all battles took place at the city of Stalingrad between September 1942 and the end of January 1943.  

· Russians win a huge victory capturing or killing the entire German army in the region.

· The victory against Hitler’s best army was a huge morale booster for the Allies.  Stalin had proven that the once invincible German war machine could be defeated.

· After Stalingrad, the Germans suffered defeat after defeat on the eastern front, as Soviet forces moved closer to Berlin.  After El Alamein, Stalingrad was the second turning point battle of WWII.

Technology

· WWII saw rapid and intense improvement of the technology used to fight the war.  The airplane and the tank became the main weapons, progressing significantly over the course of the war.  Both became larger, faster, and more destructive.  
· British development of Radar which allowed them to “see” airplanes coming and predict where they were going and at what speed and direction played a decisive role in the Battle of Britain.
· Sonar: a sound listening device (developed by US and UK) could detect submarines under the water that were seeking to destroy Allied ships. 
· German scientists developed the rocket and the jet engine.  The war ended before they could have any effect
· Radio: Used extensively for communication in the field but also for keeping the home front aware of the events as well as propaganda
· Nuclear Bomb:  the ultimate “tool of war” brought a rapid end to WWII.
