The European Theatre

Europe – September 1939/May 1940

· Invasion of Poland, September 1939:

· Nazis use blitzkrieg (lightning war) tactics to sweep through Poland, encountering little resistance.

· France and Britain immediately declare war on Germany.  

· The Phony War:

· October 1939 – April 1940: Everyone expected Germany to attack Western Europe, but bad weather and indecision prevented this from happening.  Allied troops and Canadian soldiers waited for the attack.  

Europe – May 1940:

Most Canadian soldiers stationed in Britain preparing for a German invasion.  In the spring of 1941, the war on the western front began in earnest.  Hitler’s forces quickly took Norway, Denmark, Belgium and Holland.  German troops then marched into France.

· Evacuation of Dunkirk:

· With the collapse of Belgium, British and French troops retreated to the French beaches of Dunkirk only to become trapped.

· Approximately 900 ships sailed from England and rescued 340,000 soldiers.

· Evacuation represented a moral victory for the Allies, and saved the best of the British forces who would live to fight another day.
· A few weeks after the evacuation, France surrendered to Germany.

· Battle of Britain, 1940:

· Hitler uses air attacks on Britain to prepare for an amphibious invasion.  Bombings meant to destroy British navy, air force, industrial sites and British morale.

· Suring the summer of 1940, the RAF and the Luftwaffe fought in the airspace over Britain.

· Outnumbered 3:1, the British had superior fighter planes and a large advantage through their use of radar.  

· Hitler orders daylight bombing raids on London (known as the Blitz).
· Late in August/September, the RAF is able to regroup and win the Battle of Britain.  Significance: First time that Hitler had been denied conquest, and the protection of Britain provided the Allies with a springboard from which to launch the invasion of Europe later on in the war.

The Eastern Front:

· Invasion of the Soviet Union, 1941:

· Lebensraum (living space): “inferior” races should be conquered and enslaved so that the “superior” Germans had more living space.

· By attacking the Soviets, Hitler was trying to destroy his ideological arch rival – communism.

· June 22nd, 1941, Hitler breaks the NAZI-Soviet Pact by initiating Operation Barbarossa.

· 3 million German troops smash into Russia taking Soviets by surprise.  Stalin uses a “scorched earth” policy against the NAZIS.  Destroy everything while in retreat (livestock, supplies, machinery, etc) so that the NAZIS would have nothing to use.
· By Christmas of 1941, the Germans were stopped just outside of Moscow.  

North Africa:

· September 1940, Mussolini attacks Egypt.  British resist this attack, and German forces, commanded by Gen. Rommel, went to the aid of the Italians.  

· Battle of El Alamein – October, 1942: Decisive victory for the British led by General Bernard Montgomery.  Turning point in North Africa – first time the Allies had defeated the forces of a fascist country.

· El Alamein prevents Germans from seizing the Suez Canal and denied Hitler the important oil resources of the Middle East.

· Soon joined by the US, Allies steadily forced the Germans into retreat in North Africa until they were eventually defeated.  
