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The Canadian Judicial System

“The legal system exists to protect the rights and freedoms of all individuals and to ensure that everybody is treated fairly and equally.”

Courts:

· Established to interpret and apply the laws passed by the federal Parliament and provincial legislatures.
· Courts and judges work to protect Canadian society from offenders through criminal law and to resolve disputes between individuals or between individuals and businesses or government through civil law.
· Works to ensure that the provisions of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms are upheld for all citizens.
Responsibility for Canadian courts shared between Federal and Provincial governments.  

· Federal Government: Supreme Court of Canada, Federal Court, and Citizenship Court.
· Provincial Government: All other courts (varies from Province to Province, but includes, Family & Youth Courts, Municipal & Provincial Courts, and Supreme Court of the Province.
Criminal Law: Offences against society, i.e. murder, assault, and theft.

Civil Law: Based on British Common Law and Quebec’s Civil Code, involves matters such as property ownership, contract disputes, and family rights.

Precedent: Judicial rulings and customary practices applied to both criminal and civil law.  Enables the system to adapt and reflect changing circumstances.

