The Canadian Federal Government

· Primary function is to ensure the well-being of its nation and citizens.

· The Canadian government maintains order in society through laws and policing services; but it also provides us with services such as health care, education, welfare, employment, pension plans, etc.  
· Moreover, the Canadian government maintains our rights and freedoms as citizens as guaranteed by the Charter. 

Executive Branch: make and apply government decisions.  At the federal level, this consists of the Governor General, the Prime Minister, the Cabinet, MPs, and Civil Service.

Legislative Branch: make, amend laws and determine how government will spend the money it collects from the people.  At the federal level, this consists of the House of Commons, the Senate and the Governor General.  

Canada’s Democracy

Representative Democracy: Citizens elect representatives to act on their behalf and are expected to voice the views or wishes of the voters.  In order to be effective, elected representatives must respond to the interests of the citizens, and must not abuse the power given to them.  

Constitutional Monarchy: Thought we have a constitution (set of laws) Canada still maintains ties with the UK.  We choose to recognize the British monarch as our formal head of state.  Relationship preserved mainly for sentimental and symbolic reasons, the monarch would never interfere in Canadian affairs.
Federal State: Government is divided into three levels: federal, provincial, and municipal.  Each level has authority over different aspects of government.  (On the other hand, the UK is a legislative union: no provincial or state governments, only national and municipal).  
