The Balance of Power

NATO & The Warsaw Pact
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Purpose:

· The response of the West to the growing fear of Soviet power and the rhetoric of the Cold War resulted in the formation of NATO in April of 1949.

· Created to defend the western world (coordinate defence policies of western nations).

· General Eisenhower was the first commander of NATO forces in Europe.

· Canada was one of the organizers of this alliance and an original member.

· Membership in the alliance forced Canada to dramatically increase its military budget.

Original Members:

Belgium

Iceland

Norway

Canada

Italy


Portugal

Netherlands

United States

Luxembourg

United Kingdom
Denmark

France

· Since 1949, membership has expanded to include countries such as Greece, Turkey, Spain and Germany.

· NATO was created in response to Russian/Communist expansion in Europe (Balance of Power).

Advantages:

· Prevented US (and other countries) from becoming isolationists

· US shared a commitment in Europe

· Gave Western Europe confidence and resources to defend itself

· Trade and culture exchange was established.

*** Russian/Communist counter-balance was a military alliance of Communist states called The Warsaw Pact (1955).

· Defensive alliance of the Soviet Union and its satellite states.

