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Steps in a Federal Election

· Dissolution: Dissolution takes place when the Prime Minister informs the Governor General that an election will be held.  The Governor General then dissolves parliament and sets an election date, which must be within 50 days of dissolution.  There are two circumstances that result in an election: a government is nearing the end of its 5-year mandate, or it suffers defeat on a major bill in the House of Commons.  The latter occurs only in situations in which there is a minority government.

· Enumeration: The Governor General asks the Chief Electoral Officer, a civil servant, to issue an election writ, putting the election machinery in motion.  Returning officers are appointed to compile lists of voter in each constituency and to return results of the vote on Election Day.  The process of compiling a voters list is called enumeration.
· Nomination: Candidates are elected at meetings of party members in each riding.  A nominated candidate must deposit $200 with the returning officer and submit a nomination form signed by 25 voters.  The deposit is returned if the candidate gets half as many votes as the winning candidate.

· Campaigning: Candidates and parties present themselves and their policies to the voters at meetings, on doorsteps, and through the media.

· Balloting: Voters vote on Election Day between 8:00am and 8:00pm at polling places in the riding.  Voters who will be absent from their riding on Election Day may vote in advanced polls.  When a voter arrives at the polling station, his/her name is crossed off the voters’ list.

· Tabulation: This refers to the counting of votes.  The media may report the results of votes as soon as the polls close.  

