Human Rights and Canada

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child:

· Adopted in 1989, this convention was created to protect the most basic rights of children.

· This was the first document to legally establish the rights of children around the world, and it has become the most universally accepted human rights document in history.  

· Includes the following:

· Children have the right to be with their family or those who will care for them best

· Children have the right to enough food and clean water

· Children have the right to an adequate standard of living

· Children have the right to health care

· Children must be allowed to speak their own language and practice their own religion and culture 

· Children have the right to free education

· Children have the right to be kept safe and not be hurt, exploited or neglected

· Children must not be used as cheap labour or soldiers

· Children have the right to express their own opinions and to meet together to express their views.

· Canada is one of 192 nations to approve the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

· In BC, we have a government ministry which protects children and youth, the Ministry of Children and Families.

Provincial Human Rights Legislation:

· British Columbia Human Rights Code: Prohibits discrimination in areas from employment to accommodation and services based on everything from race through sexual orientation.
· The British Columbia Human Rights Commission: Investigates and mediates human rights complaints.  Most frequent complaint, unfair employment practices.  
