Domestic Affairs: Life in Canada During the 1950s and 1960s


After WWII:

· Because of a strong economy, the Canadian government was able to provide financial relief and jobs to Canadian veterans returning home from the war.
· Veterans provided with info, counseling, financial aid.
· In 1948, Canada gave $2 billion to Western Europe through the Marshall Plan – Food, equipment and raw materials to help with the process of rebuilding and avoid a communist takeover.
· Dramatic growth in both the mining and oil industries.  

· Discovery of the Leduc oil fields near Edmonton led to Alberta’s economy shifting focus from cattle and grain to oil, and transforming its economy into the strongest in Canada.

· C.D. Howe, Canada’s Mister of Energy, took on the problem of getting oil and gas from Alberta to Eastern Canada.  Howe and St. Laurent’s Liberals pushed the Canadian Pipeline through Parliament, invoking closure 4 times, to get the highly controversial legislation through.  The Opposition disagreed with the cost and financial assistance needed in order to provide an all-Canadian route for the pipe.  Although the Pipeline provided many jobs, people were angry at the manner in which the Liberals managed the debate.  In 1957, St. Laurent’s government was defeated, ending 22 years of Liberal rule
· Major construction boom as houses, schools and factories were built across the country.

· CANDU nuclear reactor was created by Atomic Energy of Canada Limited in 1952 to provide safe and efficient production of electricity.

· 1962, NASA launched Canada’s first satellite, Alouette I – first country to use satellites for communications within its own territory, and the third nation to have a satellite in space.

· Unprecedented urbanization – At the turn of the century, about 2/3 of the population lived in rural areas.  By the 1970s, about 2/3 lived in towns or cities – Urbanization (moving to the cities).

· Development of suburbs and suburbia: Work in the cities, but take advantage of the quieter lifestyle on the outskirts of the city.

· Commuting – Moving between home and work led to an explosion in the new and used car market.  Cars became bigger, faster and more expensive.  Every family wanted to have one or two.  Dependence on cars provided a huge boost to the petroleum companies.

Social Changes:

· The Baby Boomers – Financial and political stability led to many couples deciding it was time to have children in post-war Canada.  Our country’s population soared from 12 million in 1946 to 18 million in 1961.
· Changing Immigration Policy

· Thousands of European DPs arrived in Canada escaping ravaged homelands and Soviet expansion.

· In 1948, PM Louis St. Laurent set up the Department of Citizenship and Immigration.  The subsequent Immigration Act of 1952 gave extensive powers to the Minister of Immigration.  It was decided to continue barring immigrants from entering Canada based on ethnic origin.

· By the 1950s, demand for immigrant labour was so high, Canada’s doors swung wide open to accept new immigrants

Social Welfare:

· Social Security – the Canadian government began to accept social security as a government responsibility.  Unemployment Insurance Act was passed in 1940 and family allowances introduced in 1945.

· Colombo Plan – Canadian government implemented foreign aid, which built factories and infrastructure in Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka (Commonwealth countries).

· La Francaphonie (represents almost 600 million people globally):
· Canada joined, through which it gave development aid to West Africa.

· Agence de cooperation culturelle et technique (ACCT) – created in 1970, Canada was a founding member and first Sec. General.
Entertainment:

· Postwar buying sprees led many Canadians to acquire a TV, which soon became a favorite family pastime.  

· CBC – government owned crown corporation brought popular American shows like Ed Sullivan to Canada

· Hockey Night in Canada – 1972 Soviet/Canada series in which Paul Henderson scored the winning goal was watched the country over becoming one of the most famous evens in Canadian sports history.

· Rock ‘n’ Roll, influenced heavily by TV, came into every home.  Elvis Presley and the “British Invasion” lead by the Beatles and the Rolling Stones grew in popularity.

· Massey Commission – Established in 1949 to investigate the state of Canadian culture.  Suggested protection from US influences.  Led to the strengthening of the NFB, the National Ballet and Canadian authors.

· In 1968, the federal government established the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) to regulate the amount of foreign material broadcast and impose rules regarding Canadian content.
The Era of Protest – “Don’t trust anyone over 30”:

· In the 1960s, teenage “baby boomers” sought to change outdated traditions.  Young Canadians promoted a counterculture against the “Establishment”.  Students began to challenge authority and university campuses became hot beds of political protest fighting against anything and everything including nuclear arms, American interference in Canadian affairs, the Vietnam War, and the Civil Rights movement.  

Women’s Movement:

· The Women’s Liberation Movement became popular in the 1960s demanding improved rights for women and changes in employment practices, life choices and politics.  Essentially, women were looking to be treated equally in all fields.
· Few women in politics, shut out of the boardroom, paid less, etc

· Mainstream and radical feminists: Mainstream feminists fought their cause through the media, while radical feminists used more aggressive protest tactics.  While both fought for and are responsible for many positive changes, there were still many areas in which equality had not yet been achieved.

Changing Values:

· Canada became more liberal by the sixties with Parliament passing more liberal laws regarding abortion, homosexuality and divorce.

· Women began to use the birth control pill, thus having more control over their life choices.

· People began to question old ideas and wonder about new things – future of Canada, Canada/US relations and the environment.
Expo ’67:

· The World’s Fair held in Montreal, attracting visitors from within Canada and around the world.

· On Canada’s 100th birthday, Expo allowed Canadians to see how much they had accomplished in 100 years.

· Kings, princesses, presidents and politicians from around the world came to celebrate.

· General de Gualle, the President of France, shouted to the crowd at the end of his speech, “Vive le Quebec! Vive le Quebec libre!”
· PM Lester Pearson gave de Gualle a tongue lashing in the media for his comments.
· Quebec separatists were thrilled, de Gualle’s comments created further tensions between French and English Canadians.
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