CAUSES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR IN EUROPE
FUNDAMENTAL CAUSES:

· The Treaty of Versailles

· The Great Depression

· The rise of Adolf Hitler and the NAZI Party

· The failure of the League of Nations

· Extreme nationalism

· The unwillingness of the democratic governments to intervene in places like Germany

IMMEDIATE CAUSES:

· Appeasement Crises: 1936-1939

· Appeasement is a policy whereby when a country becomes aggressive, other countries give the aggressor what it wants just to prevent another war.  Britain and France practiced appeasement as Hitler became more and more powerful

· The Re-militarization of the Rhineland: Forbidden by the Treaty of Versailles, Hitler sent his troops into the Rhineland in March of 1936.

· The Annexation of Austria: March of 1938, German troops move into Austria and made it part of Germany.

· Appeasement in Czechoslovakia: September 1938, Hitler was granted the Sudetenland in exchange for not invading the rest of Czechoslovakia.  Neville Chamberlain – architect of the appeasement policy.  March 15th, 1939 Hitler’s troops invade the rest of Czechoslovakia.  Appeasement is a failure and war is imminent.
· The NAZI-Soviet Pact
· Signed August 23rd, 1939 the NAZI-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact stated that each party would not attack the other and Poland would be divided between them.  In reality, both just wanted to buy some time.  Hitler – avoid a two front war.  Stalin – time to prepare for the inevitable war.  
*** The years of appeasement had given Hitler what he wanted – a chance to rebuild Germany’s military machine and gain some valuable territory.  He no longer needed the concessions of Britain and France to attain his goals.  He would now use military force to pursue German interests***
September 1, 1939 the NAZIS invaded Poland, and the Second World War began.
