Canadian Leadership 1963-1979


Lester “Mike” Pearson:

· Pearson was a successful career diplomat and a striking contrast to the more politically comfortable John Diefenbaker.

· His government undertook many reforms including the introduction of the Canada Pension Plan and Medicare for all Canadians.

· Relations with the Americans improved and the Bomarc missiles were equipped with nuclear warheads.

· Unification of the three Canadian military services was carried out under Pearson’s Liberals – hoped to improve efficiency and cut ties with British military tradition.

· The Bilingualism and Bicultural Commission was established in 1963 to study the relations between French and English Canadians.

· In February of 1965, the Liberals adopted the new Canadian flag in spite of a storm of protest (Cut Canada’s symbolic tie with Britain, nix the Union Jack).

The CCF & Social Credit Parties:
· The largest number of seats held by the CCF was 28 in 1945.
· They had success at the provincial level in Saskatchewan where they formed government for 20 years.
· In 1961 they became the New Democratic Party under the leadership of T.C. “Tommy” Douglas.

· Support for the Social Credit party was mainly in Alberta and BC where they formed government for many years.

· In 1962 they elected federally 26 MPs from Quebec and 4 from the West.

· The Quebec leader was Real Couette who eventually formed his own party Le Railliement de Creditistes or simply “Creditistes.”
Pierre Elliott Trudeau:

· The celebration of Canada’s centennial was the highlight of Pearson’s term as PM.  Pearson was succeeded as leader of the Liberal party in 1968 by the young and charismatic Trudeau.
· Trudeau was from Quebec but he was not a “narrow nationalist.”

· Trudeau brought a breath of fresh air to Canadian politics and a new term entered the language – Trudeaumania.

· His message, that bilingualism was to be the future for Canada, was very clear.

· He won a sound majority on the 25th of June 1968 by defeating Bob Stanfield, the new Conservative leader.  The charismatic Trudeau campaigned on the slogan of a “Just Society.”  Stanfield could not match his “style.”

· Trudeau implemented the Official Languages Act in 1969, in order to make Canada truly bilingual and bicultural.  Trudeau believed that this would help to make Quebec feel like a part of Canada.

· Trudeau also implemented income tax cuts and improved benefits for the poor and elderly.  
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Enter the 1970s

· The 1970s brought on a wave of strain and nervous tension in Canada.  Federal/Provincial relationships were strained, separatism was on the rise in Quebec and western provinces harbored strong anti-Ottawa sentiments.

· Economic changes were evident as well with rising unemployment and rising prices, spurring concern over American involvement in the economy.  
· Globally, Canada cut back on military involvement in peacekeeping missions.

Western Discontent:

· Inflation: By opposing price and wage controls, Trudeau managed to win the election of 1974.  However, this policy caused prices to rise drastically (inflation), while controls were used to keep wages down.  Inflation hit the double digits (normal 2-4%) and people on fixed incomes lost their ability to buy the goods and services they needed.

· OPEC Crisis: Sudden increase in the price of oil in 1972 when the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) realized that the demand for oil was greater than the supply.  Over the course of the 1970s, the cost of oil went from $6 US a barrel up to $40 US.  At the same time, unemployment was on the rise resulting in the formation of major unions for teachers, police officers and health care works demanding higher wages and job protection.  Fed/Prov Governments substantially increased their debt.
· National Energy Program: In response to the OPEC crisis, Trudeau implemented the National Energy Program, which froze Alberta oil prices below world levels to keep the cost of oil down for Canadians.  Tariffs on oil sold to the US were also instituted.  As such, Albertans were prevented from getting fair market value for any oil that they sold.  This policy in particular served to strengthen feelings of Western alienation.

Trudeau and the World:

· Trudeau became both a domestic and an international symbol of the independence of the individual.

· He turned Canada away from the United States and sought more contact with Europe, Africa and the Pacific Region.

· Trudeau slashed the size of Canada’s armed forces and reduced our NATO commitment in Europe.

· A major foreign policy review was carried out by the Trudeau government in 1970 resulting in a policy called “The Third Option”
· The policy stressed Canada’s contacts with the world and reducing our dependency on the United States.  

· Trudeau played an important role in re-establishing official contacts with Communist China.

· Canadian aid programs and trade contacts with the “Third World” increased during this period.

· We continued our valuable work with the Commonwealth and strengthened ties with the French speaking world through “La Francophonie.”

· In spite of our reduced commitment to NATO we continued our support of NORAD but rejected the use of nuclear weapons.
Trudeau Retires:

· Due in part to the implementation of the National Energy Program, Trudeau was defeated by Conservative leader Joe Clark in the election of 1979, until Clark’s budget was defeated in the House through a vote of non-confidence.

· Trudeau was re-elected and went to work on making the constitution truly Canadian.

· All the provinces except Quebec agreed to the proposed changes, and the Constitution Act was signed in 1982.

· Trudeau announced his official retirement in June, 1984.

Canadian Culture:

· Literature: The years 1945-1980 were an important period in the development of Canadian Literature with such authors as Gabrielle Roy, Hugh MacLennan, Robertson Davies, Pierre Burton, Earle Birney and Leonard Cohen.

· Television: CBC and American programming proved popular with Canadians with hit shows such as “Country Hoedown”, “Front Page Challenge”, “Wayne and Shuster”, and “Hockey Night in Canada.”

· Stratford Shakespeare Festival: In 1953 Tom Patterson began the first annual Shakespeare festivals in Stratford, Ontario.  Many Canadian actors who began their careers in Canada’s live theater have gone on to international success.  Stratford inspired similar festivals across Canada.

· Music & Film: Popular singers included Anne Murray, Gordon Lightfoot and Joni Mitchell.  
