Canada Declares War!

Canada and Appeasement:

· King agreed with the policy of appeasement realizing how devastating another war would be, and thought that almost any price was worth paying to avoid it.

· In 1937, King visited Germany to meet with Hitler.  King wanted to convey a message of peace, but remind Hitler that if he started a war with Britain, Canada would not hesitate to join the war against Germany.

· King was very impressed with Hitler

· Left the meeting convinced that Hitler only wanted peace

Canada Declares War:
· September 1, 1939 - Germany invades Poland and Europe is once again at war.
· In 1914, when WWI broke out, Canada had automatically followed Britain to war as a colony in the Empire.  
· Statute of Westminster (1931) – recognized Canada as an independent country with the right to determine its own foreign policy.
· King called Parliament back into session.  Overwhelmingly, the decision was to join the fight against Hitler.  Enthusiasm not quite as strong in Quebec.  
· September 10, 1939 – One week after Britain’s declaration, Canada declares war on Germany.  King wanted to emphasize that this was an independent, made in Canada decision.
· “We make this stand on our own, not in any colonial attitude of mind.”
