Decoding Political Cartoons

Why Study Political Cartoons?

· Political cartoons are one of the most interesting primary historical sources available.

· Dealing with people, events or issues in the news at the time they were published, cartoons provide a fascinating glimpse into the past.

Where do I Start?

· In order to interpret political cartoons successfully, one needs at least some background knowledge of the topic under consideration.  One also needs a variety of skills.
What Makes for a Good Political Cartoon?

· Political cartoons, whatever their level of graphic power, make statements of lasting importance.

· Because of their simplicity, cartoons are an effective vehicle for the transmission of information.  

Stereotypes:

· Cartoonists often show the following groups as stereotypes.  For each group list distinctive features supposedly associated with everyone in the group.
· Old People


Nerds
· Americans


Rednecks
· Athletes


Teachers
· Bikers



Sports Fans
· Blondes


Canadians
· Mobsters


Terrorists
Political Cartoon Assignment
Task:

Select one of the issues/events that we have discussed throughout the chapter.  Represent that event or issue using the style of a political cartoon. 

Goals: Why are we doing this?

1. To understand that political cartoons are representation of events in history

2. To use historical events to display understanding of the big ideas in the chapter 

3. To understand that these cartoons display the intentions (bias) of the artist

Process: What should you do?

1. Choose an event that you have read about from the chapter

2. Use PPREW to find out what happened during the event that you have selected, how it happened, why it happened and, most importantly, why it was significant

3. Use your creative brain to represent these ideas in picture form

4. Find a way to put all of these pictures together in a cartoon format

